i

By

cONHDENTIAL 251 —
T |

Approved'Fol Relebsd ECII!; : 1[0 015 JR—
U TRRY . dnrary Y mmﬁemm NO. 7] I
: 25X1
P - eilbpcarion Infantry Reciment | lin Szentes, 25X1
MLUATION. ] | 25X1__ pLACE OBTAINED. [ | 25X1
SATE OF COMTENT...22.0ctober 1990 to 23 Yune 1951
35TE OBTAINED.._ | 25X1 _DATE PREPARED | 25X1
FEFEREMCES. |
: X1
PAGES e e o men 2o ENCLOSURES  (NO. &WPE)\“ 25 25X1
REMARKS. ‘1‘@
T25X1
25X1
[:::] 1o The Infanbtry Regiment | |in szentes (Y 7/0 32) was sub-

vrdinate to an infantry division headquarters in Kiskunfelegvhaza (¥ 7/
25X1 0 03). [

¥,  The regiment,including the regimental headguarters and the regimental
units,was loceted in the former Cavalry Barracks situatcd sbout 2 km north-
west of the bridge over the Kurcsza River on the right side of tlie Szentes-
ssongrad (Y 7/0 22) roac. The barracks installation included a two-story
headquarters building, sbout 15 x 10 meters, with a flat roof, a single-
story building containing officers, two two-story barracks buildings about
60 x 10 nebors, o cantecn building, an officers*' mess, s dispensary and
several worishops, garages and storehouses. One ascembly shop and two
werkshops wore under consiruction. The target range of the regiment wes
Llocated northwest of the ciiy, between the airficld and the Xurcza Hiver,
and covered un arca of about 300 x 200 meters.

jo The lst Dn was located in the MNew Larracks east of the city, on tho south
side  of the road to Szarvas (Y 7/0 5). The installation consisted of s
threc-story barracks building, sbout & x 20 meters, with a flat roof, a
wo-story heacquarters building, a two-story dispensary, two nore single-
story buildings and an ammunition depot.,

bo  The 2d Bn was locatod in Bekescsaba (R 16/0 91), in a berracks installa-
tilon about 500 meters northeast of the railroad station, on the east side
of a road with 8 streetcar route. In this installation were two threce
story barracks buildings with flat roofs, a three-story headquerters build-
ingy a kitchen building and some depots, parages and stables, (2)

5. The 3d Bn was located on the southern perimeter of Hodmezoevasarhely (Y 3/
" 39}, in a barracks installation on the south side of the Szegec (Y 7/

T 17) road, opposite a small railroad station., The installation contained

a single-story headquarters building, three two-story barracks buildings,

A kitchen and mess building, a dispensary and about ten sheds, storchouses >

workshops, siables ete. (3)
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SHCURITY INFORMATION

Fersonalities of the regiment included I'ajor Istvan Toih, regimental
com:encers lleutenant Kovacs (fnu), adjutant; Captain Geza Akocsi,
leader of the headguarters personnel; Captain Steiner (frmu), political
officery Senior Lieutenant Kovacs {fnu), regimental Party seeretary;
Lisutenant Pikardi (fnu), Farty secretary for the regimental units;
Captain Gulyss (fnu), supply officer; Captain Fueloep (fru), regi-
mental artillery commander; Junior Lieutenant Jakab (fnu}, D-officer;
and Semior Licutenant Cabor Dugyi, paymaster.

Headquarters units controlled by the regiment includeds

a. The regimental headgquartcrs of shout 200 men. «nly & classified materisl
office hesded by an NGO, an operations office hecded by a commissioned
eificory, a ruard platoon of three lirhi machine gun squads, and a tele-
zhone switehboard with 20 Lines [

b, A si;nal battalion of two companies composed of the then rerinental
signal company ond the threoe united battalion sipnal platoons on § 25X1
Jenuary 1951. ‘The L.t Co, which was the forrer regdimental sicnal
corpany | v@s comranded by Junior Liecuten-
ant Janos 5eboek, It was organisec into the headquartérs, the radio
platoor of two 10-mon squads, thoe nessenger plateon of three 13-man squads,
the telephone maintenance platoon of six 10-nan squads, and the tele-
phone switchboard nlatoon of four 10-man squads, The 21 Co, which

consisted of tho former battalion signal platoons | |
wags cormanded by Junior ILieutenant Ist neneth and con-

sisted of the radio nlatoon of 5 10-man squads, the telephone maini enance
#latoon of four 10-man squads, and the telephone switchboard rlatoon of
wwo 10-nan squads. The two companies wore dark-blue scrvice colors

the signal personncl wore lightning-bundle insignia and the drivers

wore winged-wheel insignia.

¢. An enginecr company of about hO men wearing dark-green scrvice color
angd anchors with cables as branch-ol-service insignia, It was organized
into the headquarters and two platoons.

d. 4 horse-drawn batlery of about 35 men wearing rec sorviee color and
three balls topped with two crossec-un barrels ss branch-of-service
insignias it had 27 horses.,

¢, / mortar company of sbout €0 nmen wearing red service color and
artillery insignia,

fo & reconnaissance company wearing green scrvice color and crossed-
»ie insignia, According to scldiers of this coupany, they had been
trained at Tepolea (Y I/D 35).

. An AT company numberinr about 35 men orior to Juns 1951 and reinforced
by the crevs for three newly assigned puns at that tine. The soldicrs
of the company wore red sorvice color and artillery insirnia.

h. an infantry cowpany of about 120 men organized into the headquarters,
three tlhrec—squad rifle platoons and one three-squad hoavy wachine
cun platoon and wearing green service color with crossed-rifle insignia.

i. An AR machine gun company of 70 to 75 men s conmanded by Licuicnant
Pfilpf (fnu), and organized into the headquarters and threc nlatoons.,
The soldiers of the comrany wore white-bordered red epaulets and
artillery insirnia. According to members of the company, an AA
lookout, occupied by five soldiers of the company on 2l hour vatch, was
located abovt 5 km west of the CBongrad railroad station and about 200
welers north of the Csonprad-Kiskunfeiegyhaza reilroad line.

N s FY N .
£ submachine gun company of &0 to TO° grgzamzed into the headquarters
and three three-squad platoons and wearing green service color with
crossed-rifle insignie.
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SECURITY INFORMATION

k. 5P gun comparny assigned to the indepcndent tank battalion located in
Kiskunlolepyhaza. (L)

Lae 1st Dn was commanded Ly a senlor licutenant, who was assigned to the unit
in fpril 19bL, and comprised 70O to 800 men according to the supply officer
whe was on @ run to the 1D ration supply center in 5zeged. Il was orpanized
jibo the headguartersy the signal platoon, only up to 5 Januvary 19513 an
wrdentificd mirber of infanbry companies; and an artillery company. [o
furthor units were known[_____ |the seldicrs of the battelion wore
crecn service color with crossed-rifle insignia.

The 2d Dn located in Dekescsabal |was comranded
by & scnior lieutcnant . Jwiler Lieutenant Levase {fnu} was the D-officer
< the battalion., ‘The unit was uvrganized into the headquartersy the signal

n:m.‘,s‘ an artillery companys and presumably a2 machine pun unit.
:70@ or BOO men werc assifned to this battalion.

The 3d Bo in Hodmezoevasarhely| [was comranded
by JFepior Lieutenant Istwvan Szabo. Personalities of the batialion included
Junior Lieutensnt Ferenc Bireo, adjutanty Junior Lieutenant Gyula Busas,

oon, only up to O January 19513 on undetormined number of infan‘or“f Com~

D-pflicer: and i'sster Sergeant Nemeth (Inu}, supply officer. |

600 to 700 mon were assigned to the battalion., The batialion orrgniza~

tatlalion, & puerd detail of 70 to HO men was mmmtly au!gnad to the
Kunmadaras (R LJ/T UU) internment camp.

The horse-drawn batlery of the regiment was eguipped with three 76.2-mnm
guns towec by six-horse teams., The rortar compsany had three rmorters of an
vndeternined caliber mounted on two-wheel corts, which were towed by woapon
cerriers. The AT company hac three l5S-zm AT runs without muzzle brake,
mounted on & split-trail run carviage with pneusatic tire wheelc and a
shield U-mm thick. Ixn Jume 1951, tiree 57-mm AT cuns with barrels. 3 to 3.2
mebers longy eonic towards lhe muszle mounbing no muzzle brake, nd equipped
with recupcrator mechanisn and reeoil brake word assipned to the company.
The shells were about 70-em long, ‘neluding the Ji0-m-long cartridre case.
the company hod threc weapon ca’:‘r:vz‘ The A’ company was equipped with
mere than 13 2A nachine juns of anout lz=mm according to soldiers of the
conpary.  The soldiers carricd pistols and subnachine zuns. (5) The U
ol the infantry cormpuny of tho repiment carried rifles; the squad leaders
had suu:mchine puns.  The company was alse equipped with a laxim heavy
mochine fun.  The subnachine fun company was cquinped wlih submachine ouns
and two or three liphi machive guns. Two LS~ AT puns; si or ninc light
o pedium mortars of the amil}ery company, and six ¥axin heavy machine
,f,‘usr‘s were observed at Lhe 1st In. It was undetermined vhether the heavy
nachine funs belo*u, 1 to a machine gun company or to the infantry comvmanies.
i acdition to these heavy veapons, two 76.2-mm AT puns cach were obsorved
at the 2¢ and jd Baos,

Tach squed of the radio rlatoons was equipped with a model R/3 tramsmittor
reccivor. fach sqnad of the telephone platcoons was equipped with a model
1/h2 wel ephoric, nine drums with cable totaling 3.6 km, and construction
aqui ’mem,i, The switching platoon of the lst Co had one te lephone switche-
hoard with 20 lines aad one with 10 1: _nes, the 2d Co hod only one switch-
hoard wﬁ;h 10 lines. Fach switchboard was equipped with two 110-volt anode
batteries, one of which served s a spars,a

=

fne engineer company of ihe reciment was cquippod with engineer cquipment
loaded on horsc~dravn vehicles. fceording to soldicrs of the com: DRI, Tom,
100~ and WOO-gram charges of model Tri-2 explosive wore used at vractices,
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fhe repiseatal hescquarters was equinped with 43 wea carriers |:)_|
l {com anderis cor

| cight Csepel trueis |
|ang tiree sacons

[The 15t In was equippec with Lwe woopor carriers]

fhe majority of lhc headquerters .ersonucl wore groen service wsolor. Offi-
cors and NCOs wore crossed-rifle insignia on their collar patches. The
drivers of the headjquarters wore brown service color and ringed-wheel
iosirnia. The individual officers of the headquartors, sueh as the regimen-
tal ertillory comrandor, wore scrvice color and insignia of their respec~
tive branches of service.

| recetvea only 2-weckd training as

sessenger wt the siynal comsany.

dn 10 Tay 1951, the regiment moved to a camp near Kistelek (Y 7/0 00) for
‘er moneuvers, The camp, which was established between 10 and 1t Lay

1951, was located in a woods, about & kr east of the tovwn, ond consisted

ot Runetsn-type 10-mon tents for &7 and JO-men tents for offices znd storage.
doue brick Luildings ene wooden structures to house the officers! kitchen
st to store guns, notor vehicles and ammunition were already available.

1ol

division comuander and the Soviet military adviser to the 2YMY Sorps
headquarters in Kecshemet (¥ 6/I1 95) took part in the inauvguration held on
15 Vay 1981, Field excrcises, on which no cetailed information was avail-
hle, were confined to company level up to 23 June 1951. The infantry
Jivisicn headquarters from Kiskunfclegyhaza, with the units controlled by it,
as vell as the infantry reciments from Kiskunmajsa (Y 6/N 90) and Saeged,
1so arrived at the arez around the camp on 10 Ligy 1951, The division heag-
quarters was located in a castle in the northern section of the woods.,

s

iccording to its eomuander, the A7A company was ‘o move to an artillery
rangc, aboul 3 kn distant from Wograd (W 4SAT 57}, in June 1951 for two
wnentast recorc firing there. I'c also stated thst 1,500 men were at the

for record firing c©ll the year rounc. It vas undeternined whether the
amit actuslly moved to the ranre, whose pirpoint locstion was nol uneeificed,

The meals were good and sufficient up to mid-January 1951, but steadily
<eberiorated since that tire. Buring an indectrination, a party soeretary,
] the reasons for this situation, stated that he prefoerred starving
and svockpiling in peace~time to suffering went in the event of a wax .

“he regimental Party secretary headed the Party orpanization. Farty
socrataries 2lso Lelonged to the regimental units and each battalion. The
cretaries of the battalions were appointed by the regimental secretary;
“ho ropimental secretary ancd the secrotary responsible for thce rerinental
unlis were appointed by the Honved Minister. The secretaries kept the

i 7 werbers? lists ond Leld sominardies and indoctrination courses to
vhich only Party merbers were admitted. The Farty deys helc once & week
were aticendsd by all soldiers.

Cn & Jaruary 1991, the morning rymnastics were inspected by three Soviet
efficors, who were acconponied by the cdepuky comranding gerersl of the
FITY" CorDg|

According Lo ofiicers of the regiment, a division was to be activated in
szenbes in January end February 1951. 2t the seme time s 2 three-story
milding, apparently a former hotel, was requisitioned and reconstruched

by the armed forces. Offices werc installed in the rear wing of the building.
fecording to an of ficer talking to the Farty sceretary, a division head-

auarters was Lo be located in the building, { | the 25X1
25X1
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ceimontal comander in the swmor camp, Lhe regirentel units werc uot
seheduled Lo reture o 3zentes, but werc to be moved to Lokescsaba. In

the fall oi 1921, a division, corranded by the fher regimental con: ander,
wes Lo be built around the infantry repricent; the battalions located in
Tekoscaaba ang HodmezoevasaPhely were to te reorganized into resirents

ol this new division. The division headquarters located in Xiskuniele-
Cyhaza was to become an amy corps headquarters superior to the new divi-
sion. He lesrned of this from L&lks of the reginental con ancder with

othrr officers. Similar slatements, which allegedly were also rathered from
talks between officers were made by the driver of Lhe comzanding officor of
the 2d Bn from lckescsaba,

lesices the infantry regpincnt, a training school for horses, with 150 men
cormanded by a major ond wearing yellow service color and crossec-gabre
ingirnia; was located in the former Cavalry Barracks in Szentes, Three
hundred horses were schooled caily. According to scldiers of the training
school, the suporior headquarters of the unit was located in Oerkeny (7 L3/
R 7. & driver | |stated that a training school for
horses was 2lso located there, (7)

{

Up Lo 20 fpril 1951, the Lodmezoevasariely recruiting of fice was locatod in

& buo~story buildiag in the noriliastern scctor of the city anc was coman—
dad Dy a senier licutonant vearing green service color and infantry insignia,
e stalf ireluded enother sentor lieutenant s two or three liecutcnants, ’
buro junier lieutenants, and fouwr woman 1'C0s. The city of Szentes was alleged.
Ly located in the registration area under the jurisdiction of this office.

A4 liemtenart and 2 Party secretary| |toured villages in

e entire southeastern section of The country as far as the border and,

niards the north, almost as far as Ueobrecen (r 48/K 40).

A previcus report stated that the infantry regiment |
was subordinate to ihe infantry divisien in Kiskunfeleryhaca.
A previous report ol kay 1950 stited that a barracks installation occupied
Uy an infantry unit was locabed near the railroad station. .

A previous repori, of January 1951 stated that the barracks ins tallation on
Lie Szerec road was oecupied by sn infantry unit, |
e oryanization indicated in ih present report 1driely contarms Lo a
pievious ceport| I lof Getover 1950, on the then 25th Inf
et The signel platoons of the battalions are believed to be assembled
into an additional signal corpany controlled by the regiment for training
prrmoses only as the SP run companics are detached to the tank battalion.

The relationship between the rrissions of the ro-

sensalssance company, the submachine un comnany, and the infantry company
awonr the re inentsl units is still not clear. '
ko noravions reports stated that lMungarian Army units were equipped with
Soviet-type S57-mm AT funs, liowever, several reports rcceived afier ihe fall
oi 1900 siated that infantry units were equippec with Soviet-type model 33
L2.7emm AY machine funs.
The roginent secns to be only semi-motorized, The infantry co panies ang »
pariilally, also Lhe heavy weapons are still horse-crawn,
fecording to ghrevious resort, recelved as carly as Yay 1950, a cavalry

1Y

urtt is located in 'Szentes. A remount depet is carriec - Qerkeny,
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